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cowardly  and  treacherous  as  could  be  found
France.   He was allied with those who hated Ric
lieu with a deadly hatred; if Louis XIII. died,
minister would be  fortunate  to  escape  from
enemies with the loss of his office and the confis
tion of his estate.

But he^ never swerved by a hair's breadth fr<
the course he had marked out, in order to av<
these dangers. He ruled the kingdom as if he w
beyond the possibility of overthrow, disregard:
the advice of his adversaries, making no sacrifice
the State's interests to please a man who at a
time might become his sovereign, or to concili
those who controlled this weak and selfish youth

The birth of a son to Louis XIII. many ye
later did not make Richelieu's position safer; if |
King died while the child was a minor, the Qu<!
would naturally become regent, and Louis's vi
hated the minister as sincerely as did Lous
brother. There was something heroic in this infi
priest, holding office under an infirm master, i
moved in the performance of what he believed
duty to the State, and giving no heed to those \\
might any day be in position to visit upon him i
accumulated hatred of years.

The record of all the plots for Richelieu's ov
throw would fill volumes; some of them which ill
trate not only the dangers of his career, but also \
nature of the Government, deserve some notice
an account of his life.

In 1626, when Richelieu had been only two yej
in office, the first great combination was fora:death's door, etood between the Cardi-
